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Topic of the National Selection Process 2019/2020 
This article introduces the topic of this year’s national selection process of the European Youth 

Parliament in Germany. Nonetheless, it was written in May and does not claim to be up to date until 

the application deadline. Thus, by the time you start to write your topic overview, please also have 

an eye on more recent information. 

 

Abstract 

In 2015, 195 countries signed the Paris Agreement at the 21rst Conference of the Parties (COP) 

committing them to keeping global warming below 2°C and aiming to keep global warming below 

the even more ambitious target of 1.5°C. Under the Paris Agreement, it has been requested that the 

EU adopt and submit an ambitious strategy to the by early 2020 to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). According to the recent special report of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) on the impact of a temperature increase of 1.5°C 

above pre-industrial levels, there will be robust differences in regional climate characteristics. 

Global warming is likely to reach 1.5°C between 2030 and 2050 if it continues to increase at the 

current rate, making large areas of the world uninhabitable due to natural disasters such as flooding 

or droughts. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)  found out that, already 

an average of 21.5 million people have been forcibly displaced due to climate change related 

incidents annually since 2008 and this number will undoubtedly increase. The concentration of 

greenhouse gases in the atmosphere is directly linked to the average global temperature on earth. 

This concentration has been rising steadily, primarily due to the burning of fossil fuels to meet our 

energy needs and changes in land use. According to the IPCC report, there is now a need for a fully 

carbon-neutral society by 2050, which can only be achieved through the development of new 

technology. 

The EU has introduced climate and energy targets to be achieved by 2030 and 2050. The European 

Commission has been actively initiating regulations and directives in the field of climate, energy and 

environment as the EU has a shared competence to do so. Under this shared competence, the EU 

can legislate where Member States have not already done so. As a result, multiple directives and 

regulations have recently been implemented by the European Commission under various strategies. 

A Clean Planet for All is the European Commission’s long-term 2050 strategy that aims at a carbon-

neutral Europe by 2050. 

The strategy states that there is a need of investment in new technologies and new solutions to 

challenge an ever more pressing problem. 

 

Topic 

Considering the recent IPCC special report which outlines the effects of global warming of 1.5°C and 

the ratification of the Paris Agreement, how can the EU further develop its climate policy and ensure 

that all Member States meet the 2030 and 2050 climate and energy targets to tackle? 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-6543_en.htm
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Exemplary Questions 

- How should the EU ensure all Member States work towards the accomplishment of the goals 

under the 2030 and 2050 Climate and Energy Frameworks? 

- Which institution or governmental level should be responsible to tackle such issues and hold 

different stakeholders accountable? 

- How should the EU treat Member States with poorer economies considering their weakened 

ability to balance improving the economy and switching to a low-carbon economy? 

Helpful Links 

A concise summary of the key points of the IPCC Special Report: 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2018/07/sr15_headline_statements.pdf 

A Clean Planet for All strategy of the European Commission: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-

release_IP-18-6543_en.htm 

Interactive website explaining all aspects of the UNFCCC including the Paris Agreement: 

https://unfccc.int/resource/bigpicture/#content-the-paris-agreemen 

Video explaining how climate change contributes to refugee crises: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=Bg9GXLoLpiQ 
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